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ABSTRACT 
This study deals with errors in speaking made by students at microteaching class of English 
Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The aims of this study are (1) To 
describe the types of errors in speaking made by students, (2) To describe the frequency of the 
errors in speaking made by students at micro teaching, (3) To describe the dominant error in 
speaking made by students, (4) To explain the sources of errors in speaking made by students. 
The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research. The data source of this research is 
error means utterances made by English students in microteaching class. The data collection 
technique is documentation. The technique of data analysis is descriptive interpretative. The 
writer uses the theory from Clark and Clark to analyze the type of error. The result of this study 
shows that (1) there are three types of error namely: speech error, morphological error, and 
syntactical error; (2) the frequencies of each type of error are as follows: speech error (67.22%), 
morphological error (15.96%), and syntactical error (16.38%). (3) The dominant types of error is 
filled pause, there are 56 utterances of filled pause or 23.6%. (4) Sources of error are cognitive 
reason, psychological reason, and interlingual transfer. 
Keyword: Morphological Error, Speech Error, Syntactical error. 
 
ABSTRAK 
Penelitian ini berkaitan dengan kesalahan dalam berbicara yang dibuat oleh mahasiswa di kelas 
microteaching dari Jurusan Bahasa Inggris Universitas Muhammadiyah Surakarta. Tujuan dari 
penelitian ini adalah (1) Untuk mendeskripsikan jenis kesalahan dalam berbicara yang dibuat 
oleh siswa, (2) Untuk mendeskripsikan frekuensi kesalahan dalam berbicara yang dibuat oleh 
mahasiswa di microteaching, (3) Untuk mendeskripsikan kesalahan yang dominan dalam 
berbicara yang dibuat oleh siswa, (4) Untuk menjelaskan sumber kesalahan dalam berbicara 
yang dibuat oleh siswa. Jenis penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Sumber data 
penelitian ini adalah kesalahan berarti ucapan-ucapan yang dibuat oleh siswa bahasa Inggris di 
kelas microteaching. Teknik pengumpulan data adalah dokumentasi. Teknik analisis data adalah 
interpretatif deskriptif. Penulis menggunakan teori dari Clark dan Clark untuk menganalisis jenis 





pidato, kesalahan morfologi, dan kesalahan sintaksis; (2) frekuensi dari setiap error adalah 
sebagai berikut: kesalahan berbicara (67,22%), kesalahan morfologi (15,96%), dan kesalahan 
sintaksis (16,38%). (3) Jenis-jenis dominan kesalahan diisi jeda, ada 56 ucapan-ucapan jeda diisi 
atau 23,6%. (4) Sumber kesalahan adalah alasan kognitif, alasan psikologis, dan mentransfer 
interlingual. 
Kata kunci: Kesalahan Morfologi, Kesalahan Berbicara, Kesalahan Sintaktikal. 
 
A. INTRODUCTION 
Microteaching is one of the most innovations in teacher education or training program which 
aims at modifying teacher’s behavior according to the specific objective (Babu: 2012). In the 
sixth semester, the students are given practice of teaching. That is microteaching. In 
microteaching, the students teach their friends. The practicing is held in the laboratory of 
teaching. There are 15-20 students in the class. One of the students teaches them. They teach for 
15 minutes. When student perform in front of the class, the lecturer records the teaching learning 
process in microteaching class. 
Speaking is one of the important skills in English Department Students. To be good 
English teacher, everyone must have capability to speak English very well. For that, the English 
students must be master all of the English skills, especially in speaking skill. There are many 
ways to develop the speaking skill. Such as make English club, join organization that uses 
English and practicing in daily activity. 
Fauziati (2009: 139) states that “Errors are typically produced by learners who do not yet 
fully command some institutionalized language system; they arise due to the imperfect 
competence in the target language. The other definition, in Fauziati states that “Error is 
considered as an inevitable and positive part of that process “(Fauziati, 2009: 168). The student 
is learning English and making an error deemed natural. 
There are some previous studies on error analysis. The first research is by Rahkmawati 
(UMS:2011). The aims of this study are to give a description of speech error phenomena which 
occur in the Rachel Ray TV Show. This research is to find out the type of speech error and the 
source of speech errors in this program. The writers found the type of speech errors. They are 
shift 13.33%, exchange 2.5%and anticipation 2.5%, and perseveration 2.5%, addition 36.6%, 
delectation 17.5%, substitution 24.16%, and blend 0.83%. The dominant of the type that found in 





has in trying to plan and execute speech in the same time and the result of difficulties the speaker 
has forming and the articulatory program to guide the articulatory muscles in executing speech.  
The second research is by Karim and Shah (IIUM: 2014). The aims of this research are to 
describe the error analysis, to describe grammatical errors, and to describe the sources of speech 
errors. The type of research is qualitative. The errors were divided into 9 sub-categories: wrong 
use of nouns, countable use of uncountable nouns, nouns used as verbs, wrong use of 
prepositions in phrases, wrong addition of prepositions, wrong use of verbs, wrong use of phrasal 
verbs, wrong use of adjectives ending in –ed and –ing and redundant expressions.  
The researcher found the data are types of error in grammatical categories: verb (18.9%), 
noun (23.5%), preposition (44.7%), adjective (7.8%) and expression (5.0%). Interlingual errors: 
wrong use of verbs (53.7%), countable use of uncountable nouns (51%). Intralingual errors: 
wrong of use phrasal verbs (46.3%), nouns used as verbs (23.5%), wrong use of prepositions 
(73.2%), wrong addition of preposition (26.8%).  
In this research, the researcher uses some theories related to the topic. The theories are 
speaking, speech production, speech error, source of error, and error analysis procedure. Then, 
the researcher analyzes the data especially speech error by using Clark and Clark to analyze. 
Clark and Clark (1977) divided the speech error into nine types. There are filled pause, silent 
pause, correction, repeats, stutter, interjection, retraced false start, unretraced false start, and slip 
of tongue. Clark and Clark also divided sources of planning difficulty, namely: cognitive reason, 
psychological reason and social reason. 
According to Clark and Clark (1977: 271), there are three sources of speech error, as follow: 
a) Cognitive Reason. People usually take longer time to produce sentences which deal with 
abstract things than concrete ones. b) Psychological or affective reason. When people are 
anxious they become tense, and their planning execution of speech becomes less efficient. c) 
Social Reason. Speech plan seems difficult when conversation takes place under pressure. 
The writer simplifies the sources of error from some linguistic hose are: cognitive reason, 
psychological reason and social reason (Clark and Clark, 1977: 37), transfer language that 
consists of two categories, there are interlanguage and intralanguage (Slinker: 19977) 
From the explanation above, based on the research problem, the researcher formulates 
the question, there are four research questions, there are: (1) what are types of error in speaking 





students at microteaching? (3)What is the dominant error in speaking made by students? (4)What 
are the sources of errors in speaking made by students? 
B. RESEARCH METHOD 
The research method of this study is divided into five parts, namely: type of the research, 
subject and object of the study, data and data source, method of collecting data, and technique 
for analyzing data. 
In his research, the researcher applies descriptive qualitative method. The researcher collects 
the data, classifies the data, then analyzes them, and the researcher concludes about the data. The 
researcher describe the type, the frequency, the dominant, and he source of error in speaking 
made by students at microteaching class of English department of Muhammadiyah University of 
Surakarta. 
The subject of this research is the students of sixth semesters who take microteaching class. 
The object of the research the research is utterance containing errors made by students of English 
department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta at microteaching class. The data of this 
research are in the forms of utterance containing errors taken from transcription and taking note 
of microteaching class. The number of the data are 238 containing error. 
In analyzing the data, he writer uses descriptive qualitative method in Sugiyono 2009 
(Miles and Huberman, 1984: 91). The techniques are as follows: 
1. Data Reduction 
Data reduction refers to the process of selecting, focusing, simplifying, abstracting and 
transforming data that appear in notes, transcripts, document, etc and it includes identification 
the data, selecting the data whether error or not error utterance.  
2. Data display 
Data displays are an organized way of compressing information and assembling it in ways that 
help to draw conclusions. Data display includes: (a) describing the data (utterance containing 
errors) based on the type of error using speech error and error analysis theory. (b) Counting the 
number of each type of error, and then the researcher count the frequency by this formula: 
Error percentage = the number of each type of error x 100% 
     The number of data of error 
(c) Selecting the dominant of the error based on the frequency of the error data.  





(e) Conclusion Drawing and Verification 
Conclusion drawing and verification include make the conclusion from the research result to 
answer the problem statements in this research. 
C. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
In this part, the researcher tries to answer the problem statement. 
1. Research Finding 
In this chapter, the researcher analyzes the finding of the research consist of types of error, the 
frequency of each type, dominant error and the sources of error. 
a. Types of error 
The researcher describes types of error by using theory from Clark and Clark (1977) in 
Fauziati (2009: 74). Based on analyzing the data, the researcher finds three of error, namely: 
speech error, morphological error, and syntactical error. 
1)  Speech Error 
There nine types of speech of error, namely: a) Filled Pause. Filled pause means a gap 
filled by speech sound ah ee uh aa mm (fauziati, 2011:90). The example is “Ok ee today we will 
discuss about ee”. According to filled pause example, the speaker get trouble to find the intended 
word, but they produce sound “ ee..” b) Silent Pause. Silent pause means a period of no speech 
between any words (Fauziati, 2011:90). This is the sentence of silent pause “I will ee I will 
(silent) invite you to imagine “. Based on the example, the speaker formulates delay as carefully 
as they formulate speech. The speaker inserts word ee before say I will. Then speaker completes 
the sentences by saying I will invite to imagine. 
 c) Repeat. Repeat means that the speakers are repeating of one or more words in a row. In 
the data taken from the microteaching’s video in K class of English Department, “That is 
example how to how to introduce yourself to your friend”. In that example, the speaker repeat the 
words “how to” twice and they belong to a repetition error. 
 d) Correction. Correction occurs when the speaker corrects one word or more. The 
example of correction is “Can you bring bag? I mean do you bring bag?” .According to 
example, after the speaker speaks “can you bring bag?” the speaker realizes that she makes 
wrong sentence then she corrects the sentence by saying “I mean do you bring bag?”. 
 e) Stutters. Stutters are type of speech errors. Stutter is speaker who stutters speaks rapidly 





borrow-w-w-w your book?”. From the example, we know that the speaker actually planning the 
next word to say, but she get trouble when she utters differences.  
f) Retraced. Retraced false start is repetition of one or more words before the corrected 
words. In the data, the researcher finds “What is that? Who is that?“In the first, the speaker says 
“What is that?” but she thinks not correct. So, the speaker corrected by saying “who is that?”.  
g) Interjection. Interjection means when the speaker stops for a while to get the next 
intended word. In the data the researcher finds interjection error such as, “Yah e-e-ewrite down 
one of one of your paper”. This utterance shows that the speaker has stopped to find “Yah e-e-e 
write down one of one of your paper” The word “yak” as the marker that the speaker has found 
the intended word.  
h) Slip of Tongue. Speakers may make errors in sound, word part, words and even 
sentence structure. The researcher finds example in microteaching class, I hope you before this 
class you can tell your family member. From the data, the speaker says before in the utterance. 
The speaker says the utterance in last meeting; he doesn’t realize that he produces the word 
before. He may say after, I hope you after this class you can tell your family member. 
2) Morphological Error  
Morphological error consists of vocabulary error and error in the selection of word. The 
researcher will explain both of them below:  
a) Vocabulary error. From the data vocabulary error that is produced by speaker with 
inserting Indonesian language in English lesson. The example “Niken, what is it? Apa itu?“. The 
speaker uses Indonesian language apa itu to continue her utterance. b) Error of Selection of 
Word. Error of selection of word is one of types of errors in the morphological level. For 
example “Why do you late?”. From the example, the speaker is wrong to choose to be “do”. In 
the word “late” should use to be “is” but the speaker uses to be “do”. 
3) Syntactical Error.  
In this part, the researcher analyzes he types of error made by the writer on combination of 
linguistic category and surface strategy taxonomy. Syntactical error consists of two types, 
namely:  
a) Omission of Bound Morpheme. According to James, 1998: 94-112 in Fauziati, 2011:145, 
omission is a type of error which is characterized by the absence of an item that must appear in a 





case, the writer finds “Anybody know about simple present tense”. According to the example, 
after the word “anybody” should be followed by verb-s. The correct one from the utterance is 
“anybody knows about simple present”.  
b) Addition of Bound Morpheme. Addition of bound morpheme is one of types of errors 
which are characterized by the presence of an item, which should otherwise not appear in a well-
formed utterance (James 1998:94-112 in Fauziati 2011:145). In grammatical words, addition of 
bound morpheme such as addition –ing,ed,es. For example “can you spelling?” from the 
example, “can” as a modal should be followed by verb1 that is spell. 
 c) Omission of “to be”. In this case, if there is no verb in sentence the speaker must use “to 
be” to make grammatical sentence. The use of “to be” depends on the subject. To be “am” is 
used o follow subject “I”, to be “is” is used to follow subject “he/ she/ it” and to be “are” is used 
to follow subject “they/ you / we”. The researcher finds the sentence What material today?,from 
the data after word what should be followed by to be “ is”. So the correct is what is the material 
today? 
 d) Addition of “to be”.  In a sentence must be there verb or must be there to be. We must use 
one of them, we cannot use both of them in one sentence. For example Barrack Obama is have 
brown eyes. According to the example, the sentence uses double to be and verb. After word 
Barrack Obama should be followed by verb-s. That is Barrack Obama has brown eyes.   
e) Addition of “to” after modal. In the sentence that containing modal should be followed 
directly by verb1 after modal. The example is All of you must to listen your friend. From the data 
the speaker put word “to” after modal must. it should be followed by v1 after modal .Based on 
the formula, the correct is all of you must listen your friend. The researcher just finds one 
utterance of syntactical error of addition of “to” after modal. 
b. Frequency and Dominant Error 
Frequency of each type of error means that the writer tries to count the data and make 
frequency for each type of error. The researcher finds the frequency of each type of errors and 
the percentage of each error as follow: speech error, morphological error and syntactical error.  
Tabel 1: frequency error 
No  Types of error  Example N % 





1.  Filled  Pause Ok eee today we will discuss 
about eee 
56 23.6% 
2. Silent  Pause We can discus (silent) next week 30  12.7% 
3. Repeat  Today today we will learn about 
something that happened when I 
was child 
34 14.2% 
4. Correction  Can you bring bag? I mean do 
you bring bag? 
11 4.7% 
5. Stutter  Can I borro-o-o-ow your book? 8 3.3% 
6. 
 
Retraced false start What is that? who is that? 3 1.2% 
7. Interjection  Yaahhwrite down o the paper  3 1.2% 
8. Slip of tongue  You must question correctly 15 6.3% 
 Morphological Error    
1. Vocabulary Error Ok siapa yang tahu rise your hand 34 14.2% 
2. Error of Selection Word Why do you late? 4 1.7% 
 Syntactical Error    
1. Addition of bound Morpheme Can you spelling July? 13 5.7% 
2. Omission of bound 
morpheme 
Have you finish? 10 4.2% 
3. Addition of to be Is he has bright skin? 8 3.3% 
4. Omission of to be  What material today? 8 3.3% 




c. The Dominant Type of Speech Error 
The dominant type of error that is found in microteaching class can be seen from the 
result of the data percentage. The type of error that appears dominantly is speech error 






d. The Sources of Error 
The researcher uses Clark and Clark theory about the source of speech error, as follow:  
1) Cognitive reason. In cognitive reason, the complex subject makes the speaker 
difficult to speak clearly. For example “ I want to e-e-e Dita e-e-e give example to your 
friend”. The students make this error because the students need time to think about what 
they will say the next words.. 
 2) Psychological reason. The speakers have planned the sentence and idea. Sometime, 
the students cannot say what they want to say in their mind. For example: ok I have eeee 
(silent) word. The speaker makes two speech errors in one moment, stutter and silent pause.  
3) Interlingual transfer. Interlingual transfer is transfer language that influence by 
mother tongue. The inference of mother tongue causes the error in the target language.the 
example of interlngual are (a) language interference, (b) transfer in grammar, (c) 
pronunciation interference, (d) vocabulary interference.  
2. Discussion of Finding 
The findings of this research will be compared with the related study. There are two 
classifications from 238 utterances. 
The researcher found three classifications of types of errors from data namely speech 
error, morphological error and syntactical error.  In speech error there are eight types of 
error, namely filled pause, silent pause, repeats, correction, stutters, retraced false start, slip 
of tongue. In morphological errors there are two types, named vocabulary error and error of 
selection word. In syntactical error there are four types, named addition of bound morpheme, 
omission of bound morpheme, addition of “to be”, omission of “to be” and addition of “to” 
after modal. The dominant of these errors is filled pause (23.6%) for speech error, 
vocabulary error (14.5%) for morphological errors, and addition of bound morpheme (5.7%) 
for syntactical error. 
In Rahmawati work’s is found errors made by Raychel Roy on TV Program. Rahmawati 
uses Fromkin as a theory of speech error. In the other hand, this research uses the theory 
Clark and Clark about speech error. The researcher finds 8 errors namely: shift, exchange, 
anticipation, perseveration, additin, deletion, substitution and blend. Different from current 
research finding, the researcher find 15 errors namely:  filled pause, silent pause, repeats, 





selection of word, addition of bound morpheme, mission of bound morpheme, addition of 
“to be”, omission of “to be”, addition “to” after modal. The dominant error of the type of 
errors that found in the research is addition (36.66%), while this research is filled pause 
(23.6%). She finds two source of error, namely interlingual and intralingual. This research 
finds three sources, named psychological reason, cognitive reason, and interlingal transfer. 
The second researchers are Karin and Shah (IIUM: 2014). The researchers find speech 
errors of English for Occupational Purposes (EOP) Learner at Islamic University of Malaysia 
(IIUM). In this research, the researcher find nine types of error namely: wrong use of nuns, 
countable use of uncountable nouns, nouns used as verb, wrong use of prepositions in phrases, 
wrong addition of prepositions, wrong use of verbs, wrong use of phrasal verbs, wrong use of 
adjectives ending in –ed and –ing and redundant expressions. Different from the current finding 
research, the researcher finds 15 of error namely: filled pause, silent pause, repeats, correction, 
interjection, slip of tongue, retraced false start, stutter, vocabulary error, error of selection of 
word, addition of bound morpheme, mission of bound morpheme, addition of “to be”, omission 
of “to be”, addition “to” after modal.     The dominant error is wrong use of preposition (73.2%) 
and this research, the dominant error is filled pause (23.6%). The source of error in this 
research is intralingual transfer. Different from the current finding research, the researcher finds 
three sources of error namely, cognitive reason, psychological reason and interlingual transfer.  
The finding of this research shows there are 3 classifications of errors. The first is speech 
error. In speech error there are eight of errors found in the data, namely filled pause, silent 
pause, repeats, correction, stutters, retraced false stars, interjection and slip of tongue. The 
second is morphological error. There are two types of error found in data, namely vocabulary 
error and error in the selection of word. The third is syntactical error. The researcher divides 
syntactical errors into four parts, namely addition of bound morpheme, omission of bound 
morpheme, addition of “to be”, omission of “to be” and addition of “to” after modal. The 
dominant of error is filled pause with the total 56 utterances or 23.6%. 
The researcher tries to compare this study with previous study. In Rahmawati’s and 
Amara’s work have similar. The similar is in sources of error they found two sources of error, 





The researcher uses Clark and Clark theory to know the sources of error (1977: 271). In 
this research, the researcher finds three sources of errors, namely cognitive, psychological and 
interlingual transfer. 
D. CONCLUSION  
After analyzing the data, the writer arranges some conclusions based on the error utterances 
found in microteaching class of Department of English Education of Muhammadiyah 
University of Surakarta. The conclusions are as follows:  
a) Based on the data the researcher finds three types of errors. The first is speech error. 
The researcher finds eight types of speech errors namely (1) filled pause, (2) silent pause, (3) 
repeats, (4) correction, (5) stutter, (6) interjection, (7) retraced false start, and (8) slip of 
tongue. The second is morphological error. In morphological error, there are two types 
namely (1) vocabulary error, and (2) error of selection word. The third is syntactical error. 
There five syntactical errors namely (1) addition of bound morpheme, (2) omission of bound 
morpheme, (3) addition of “to be”, (4) omission of “to be” and (5) addition of “to” after 
modal.  
b) Based on the frequency, the researcher finds 238 error utterances that consist of 56 
utterances or 23.6% of filled pause, 30 utterances or 12.7% of silent pause, 34 utterances or 
14.2% of repeats, 11 utterances or 4.7% of correction, 8 utterances or 3.3% of stutter, 3 
utterances or 1.2% of retraced false start, 3 utterances or 1.2% of interjection, 15 utterances 
or 6.3% of slip of tongue, 34 utterances or 14.2% of vocabulary errors, 4 utterances or 1.7% 
of error of selection word, 13 utterances or 5.7% of addition of bound morpheme, 10 
utterances or 4.2% of omission of bound morpheme, 8 utterances or 3.3% of addition of “to 
be”, 8 utterances or 3.3% of omission of “to be” and 1 utterance or 0.4% of addition of “to” 
after modal. From the frequency above, the dominant error of this research is speech error 
especially filled pause that means gap filled by speech sound and the speakers produce 
sounds like eee, aaa, emmm in their speech. There are 56 utterances or 23.6%.  
c) The researcher finds three sources that make the utterances become error. The first 
is cognitive reason .The second is psychological. The third is interlingual transfer. In 
conclusion, the writer concludes that the students in the microteaching class of English 
Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta still apply a lot of errors in their 
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